


He can’t even

stay in the lines.

e |

By Mike Caveney

That photograph of David color-
ing his magic books tells it all. It's not
that he looks like a little kid with his
Dr. Seuss books spread out on his bed-
room floor. It's not even that he is
defacing the time-honored drawings

of the Tarbell . Course. Look

closer. The putz "*%. can’t even

stay in the lines.



David Williamson was raised in Xenia, Ohio.
The nearcst magic ¢lub was an hour away.
There were no magic shops in the area. As a
youth, he obtained a copy of Henry Hay's
Amateur Mapicians Handbook. He studied
close-up magic very seriously and performed
yvery scrious closc-up magic.

Guiding light or magical inspiration: none.

David insists he wasn't a dork in school,
preferring the term “loner.”

First job was at age 15 working with a team
of belly-dancers in road-side lounpges along
Interstate 75. David was dressed like a genie
and table-hopped while the dancers were on
break. His mom drove him each night, then
waited around until he got off work at 11:00
pm and drove him home. David earned pgas
money- His mom met many interesting people.

David followed his high school sweetheart,
Marsha Cﬂﬁdnrpﬂ to Wright State University
in Ohio, where he studied Art. At the ape of 20,
he married Ms. Casdorpf. Marsha stayed in
school eventually earning 2 B.A. degree in
English while David quit school to become a
magician. For a year he worked seven nights a
week in a Greek restaurant washing dishes.

Finally he got a job as the house magician in
a dinner theater. For four years he supported
his wife by working as a professional magician
performing close-up, table-side magic for din-
crs. He wore a tuxedo and did beautiful sleight
of hand for appreciative laymen.

Dave hated it and nearly quit magic.
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This puy has been seriously
out of line for as |-::mg as | have
known him, Example: At the
IBM convention in Baltimose
this summer, Dave was working
the comedy club show. An-
nouccing thar he needed the
asgistance of a youngsoer from
theavdience, he darved inoo the
crowd looking for just the righe
volunceer. Afcer an exoended
search, he snatched from the
amms ol pstunned mother e mew-
born baby and carcied him (hec?)
up onto thestage. Hecarried the
baby like you might corry asogy
bag of jello that was about to
split open. He set the infant at
his feet; his six-foot, six-inch
frame= toweringr over Lk

Afier the show | =aid, “Are
you nuts? You ean't grab o baby
aue af w mother's arme. Whae if
that lady had been mursing her
baby! You could have had neo
irate poople on your hands.”

The mext day [ went back to
the show o see if the baby gap
wis a regular parcof David's acr,
It wasn't, On this occasion, he
performed his Shorts Changed
renstine where the underwearon
two young boys is sipned with a
laumndry marker and the pants
magically change ploces while
the kids are wearing them. Dur-
ingthe p-:rl‘n:mn:ml:g, Davic lifted
the beysupoffthe loorusing his
knee, flailed them around be-
hind a Spirit Seance Cloth and
finally bounced them off the
flooe.

Adver the show 1 said, "Are
you nuts! You were throwing
those kids around like they werne
vent dummies. |'m surprised dhe
parents didn't come back and
POp you one.”

Davidsaid, “Well, nobody pot
b

*That'syourdefinition
of a successful show!" 1
asked. “When noone
from the audience is
seriously injured or
maimed!™

Mow it's a
week laer and
we are ot the
FlaM con-

vention in Lausanne, Swicer-
land. Daovid will |1ETEI:I'I.'.|1'I. his fi-
nal two close-up shows on this
night. He enters with a huge
cardboard box overflowing with
wadded-up newspaper and plas-
tic bubble-wrap. Digging down
into this box, he fishes our his
props and manages to scatier
packing marerial all owver the
hall. At dhe end of the perfor-
mance, he throws all ofhis progs
and most of the mubhish back
inco the box, Then, he picks up
the linle girl who had helped
with the Cups and Balls, dumps
herintothe box and dragsitinto
the wings. The audience was
laughing hysterically. [ couldn'e
pell if chie little girl was laughing.
Her face was obscured by plastic
bubtle-wrap.

Adter the show | ave David
2 ook which he knew meant,
"Are you nuis™ | old David
that the cleaning people ar dhe
convention center had asked
that he not throw so much trash
around. { The previous night he
had emptied & trash can dusing
hisace.) He murtered something
abour stifling his artistic free-
dom and headed off behind the
curtain toset upfor his st show.,
I feared che worstos] climbedup
into the stands for what would
ke the final close-up performance
ar the most prestigious magi-
cians' convention on earth.

Aa Davrld was announced, he
ths-t!Ilmughtlmcuminw]ﬂnclr
ing & hupe trash dumpster. He
climbed up ontothe edge of it in
an attempt to reach his props
and promptly fell in. Bags of
garbage were flying out in every
directicn. His head popped up
st long enough for us to see
him pour a few drops of warm
soda from a discarded Coke can
infa hismouth. The line of good
taste that ke had erowed the
previous evening was no longer
even in sight. The audience was
screaming with laughter.

Something happened inthat
hall in Swirzerland. Those
peaplesaw same world-class ma-
gicians that evening, bur it was
the image of thar man dresaed in



re you
nuts? You
3y can't

¢ graba

: baby
out of a

a business suit crawling arcund
inagarbage binthactheywould
carry away with them.
Recently, [spoke with Dravid
aboutwhy he doss whathedoes,
| rraced his lunacy back o his
daysasa tuxedo-clad, table-hop-
ping, close-up magician at the
Haylafe DHaner Theater in
Marvassas, Vieginia, He wasdo-
img the same tricks in the same
place to the same reactions eve
ey night. The people watched
hishands, were suitably smazsed
and then had another bice of
mashed potavoes. Davlid was
bored, The customers were en-
joving chemselves because
David is a very skillfel maqi-
cian, but David wasn't having
any fur. He decided chat he
either had to pull the plug and
quit, or start having some fun.
The next night, Daviddida
fewe ericks and chen crawled un-
der the table. He collected a
few stray shoes and stuffed them
into a lady's purse. The people
laughedat theirshocless friends
andwaited tosee whatthiscrazy
magician would do next as he
moved around the room. The
peoplewere havinga great ime
and for the first dme ina long
time, 30 was David. He now
lecked at each new table as an
adventure, Ancther chance o
do something memorable. It
might be a magic trick or it
might be pouring a glass of wa-
ter over his head to coal off.
The dinner theater was
empty on Saturday afternoons
so the cast decided towrite nnd
stage a kiddy show with songs
and stories. On Friday nights,
David and Marsha could be
found in the thearer kitchen
making 300 sandwickes. On
Sal'.un]:w:l.flcrnnnm.'llwid and
a clown were in charpe of seat-
ing and Eﬂﬂ.:li.l'lﬂ the kids. With
his new outlook on performing,
the gags started as soon as the
kids entered the theater. Ten
kids wearing ren glantchef hars
helped distribure the food. Then
David and the clown, each
armed witha garbage bag, would
have a contest to see who could

pick up the most trash from the
kids. When it became clear chat
Lh'-'i.d'n'a:]l:-a.i:ng.]'lr 'A'EH.l[.i !.[l.'-d]
rrash out of the clovwn's bag and
the kids were quick to condemn
his actions ar the rop of thelr
lungs. David thrived in this en-
vironment where “anything
goes." ltomed out 1o bea gradu-
are course in Improvisational
theater, After the show, all the
kids could talk about was the
funny clown and the crazy food-
guy and the place was packed
every Saturday,

The lessons that David
learned at that dinner theater,
along with the help and encour-
apement he received from his
friend John Ekin, slowly evolved
inro a personal perfforming phi-
losophy. Today, David says he
can't imagine doingroutines the
same way, every time. [fhe were
forced to adhere toa script dur-
ingeach performance he would,
quite simply, change carcers.
David's greatest fear, the thing
that would depress him most, is
boring people. If an audience
member were tolook athiswarch
during David's act, it would kill
him. He would rather have an
audience boo him than have
theen yawn.

He believes thar if a card s
chosen, the audience doesn'c
really care if you find it or not.
They hope you do but if you
don't, ifsnobigdeal. Soinorder
tocommand theirattention, you
need o creare conflice. For In-
stance, ifyou arcintroduced and
it"s obwious that you're notready,
the audience is going to watch
closely to see how you handle
the simacion. If you walk out
witha big piece of paperstuck to
your shoe the apdience wantsto
see how you react to it If you
pick a speciator who docsn't
speak English, they are anxious
o sec how you handle i, how
you resolve the conflice. These
are the poincs of deparoure; the
moment when the audience be-
licves you arc leaving your
planned show and heading into
uncxplored territory. At chis
paint, anything is liable to hap-

e

LEEH T

Ezgter Egg Rell at The White
House, 1389,

Willlamsan in “Arsenlc & Ofd
Lage.” (Wiklamson s the one
without the kat.)
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ENTER...

MYANGAIIC
COLORING
CONTEST

15t Prize - A free copy of Dave Williamson's
Sleight of Dave video,

2nd Prize - Two free coples of Dave
Williamson's Sleight of Dave video.

3rd Prize - There is no 3rd Prize.

T enter, eslar e cifcial oulling of ced guy Dave (plleegeed ane Jooepls
ahblsl Lie anly atayant (Bylng b ity inidde s Bead). Enlies muil be mosined ot
the M A G [ C offiges no later Shan November 1. 1891, Vioid where prohilited Ey
Ly o pooecad Rasle,

Sediger: Dareid Wilkiarrion, Duve Vikumion, D, VWilkamion, Mr, Wiliamion,
el S Willewdon, The dedmion of U judge is fiaal,

Al eniries beoome the sole property of A4 A G . Winnen wil ke anndunced
in the December aue ed M A G C.
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pen. For most performers, any of
thi above sinuations could spell
disaster and my advice Broavoid
them. Bur when your name is
David Williamson, this is the
moment that separates his per-
formance rom everyone clae's,
For example: Most close-up
magiclans carry a pack of cards
in their pocket. When asked 1o
perform, they remove the cards
and have one selecred. David
carries a deck o Bur when
asked vo perform, hemightpalm
the deck, walk to the nearest
waste basker and apparently dig
one out of the rrash. Afrer the
trick, he might toss the cands
back into the rrash canand leave,
The spectators witnessed not
only s remarkable card tick, but
tworother sights that they aren’t
likely to forget. Mext time he s
asked, Dave mighe palm the
deck;, grab a specrator and shake
him upside-down until a deck
apparently falls from the guy's
pocker. And che time afrer
that. ..
The point is that he is mking
a chance, poing out on a limb.
People understand when a per-
sonalized performance was ere-
aved especially for them, OF, a
few people will say, "This guy is
an idiot,” but the majocicy will
show their appreciation with
laughterand applause, And none
of them will be bored,
| asked David if he embar-
rassed Marshaatleast once aday
and he was quick to answer In
the affirmative, Then | asked if
Marsha ever thoughe he went
too far in his shows. “On the
conrary,” he said, Most wives
ger mad if chelr husbands are
e getting home from work or
forget to pick up the milk,
Marsha pets upset if David does
a regular show withour aking
any chances, She repulary ac-
cuses him of not going far
encugh. That's right...
enough.
Justabeuwt the time this majpga-
zine is being delivered e you,
Marshawill be delivering ababy
imeoche Williamson family. Yes,
atiny boby creared by David and

whio knows,

ik fﬂr

Marsha Williamson. T years to
come, | am eertain we will be
reading about this child in the
newspapers, ['m just not sure in
which secrion.

Muny magicians think that
magie contests Gre & Waste
of time, David has won 48
the IBM Gold Cups
(in 1981, the first 58
tima th""." were i
awirnded) as
wellas the
Lerma- tional Magic
Aveard. {Although mo awand nor
ehieck was ever delivered. Prob-
ably still in the mail.) David
Feals that the sctual awands ane
pood for the epo but otherwise,
worthless (and in one case, liver
ally worchless). Sqill, he feels
that contests are well worth en-
tering. He says that most of the
work he pets voday, both In and
out of magic, 18 a resulr of being
SeEnat conyveniions. Piuzi-. nﬁ.r]';
every friend he has in magic is
someone he met following a
magic convention contestor pec-
formance. Forthat reson alone,
he will be forever thankiul wo
conventions for giving him the
chanice to show off his smff.

[ abso asked David if all of
those years of pracrice were Te-
ally necessary since he uses only
a tiny percentage of his sleight-
of-hand kills in a performance.
He feels that a larpe arsenal of
moves gives him the confidence
to challenge any sicuation chat
mipht present itself, And when
vou work the way David does,
every situation imaginable will
present isell eventually.

T have to confess thac | was a
little apprehensive about discuss-
:inunnvi-ﬂ Wi]]bmm':]:lltitcun-
phy i a magic magazine How
many people will read chis and
gy, "Hurmah, nomore structured
magic. | just have towing tand
be an idiot.” That eould prove
dizastrous. If Robin Willlams is
reading this magazine, O, you
can safely crossthar line, Forthe
rest of s, this is very danperous
territory. I'm not saying you
should be afraid o ad-lib when
the slouation presents fself; bux




spending four minutes off on a
tngent, desperately searching
rmih@i,hlmw:yhm
performance to end up in the
dumpster next 1o David's props.
My advice is, rather than trying
to copy David Willlamson, we
should all juse sic back and enjoy
him whenever we have the
chance and hops he docsnthurt

anyone. L ]

ell,
No-

body
got
hurt,

Emb

tigh
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o FINALLY
R S ———

We were pleasantly sue- I
p‘ﬂﬁ‘d at the [ESPONSE 0D OUT ."-_=._-_,.,_-'|r _-.-.- e

iT e X e e R
David Williamson Coloring E"—t-";_"—"-:._' - -4 e = :_:‘_;__,___;,_—_,..--"
Contest (Cctober1991).Entries o] = "= =
came by mail, by FAX, andene Bs—rs R | b 3 W | S ——

viaceilaphﬁneb:g.'l’h:yuurw« = "_' -.—5—--2-.=—'_.-___= e e
5L enrant was two yearsold and : ——

III[ Irl .J-|. e mc T
we're not quite sure on the old- H ' COLORING CONTEST WINNERS

eLr. |
There were a number af mul- br | ——

tiple entries: five individual en-
velopes with return addresses

from Jefery Higpins, JeffHipgins, | H

15T PLACE- KENDALL PETERSCOWN
y Ghangsion, S

2ND PLACE-
). Higgins, Mr. Hipgins, and Sic
Higpins. And even one entire
family individually encered. H
Many modified the entry form i
by enlasging, reducing, or add- [}
ingeaptions and deawings. Some lt
felr Dave needed juse "a little
more make-up,” while others
thought a complete chanpe of

race was in order. I'I',Jll e
Uwe Ohlendod wrote to exe E' | ||
plain that he had colored with i'|.| i §

I -

an “invisible magic erayon,” thax
could be seen by only “very pood
magicians.” He was sure our
judgz: would agree. Alan
Wassilak added thac, like Dave's
insisience on "bending the 7
rules,” he had deliberarely not [yl
stayed within the lines and did

not wse strictly crayon.

Two very clever entries took
things “over the line." Craig
Greenwood instructs us to hold
his entry five o cight inches
from our noseand watch therwo il
imnges join o reveal o pecrer
message. Meanwhile, Molan [I}
Haims, picked off Second Place
f&r]ﬁ:“‘fiﬁ:hl:Plinling":ﬂ:ﬁ.
(Yes, he does receive two copies
of the Sleight of Dave video.)

And First Place goes to : g
Kendall Pererson. {Bur he only 4 ]!:' 3
receives one video.) The distin- | : WA MITCHELL:
guished panel of judges did have  JATN ANGIE FREIDRIGH Fi Worth: TX
adiffieult time with the balance \ 1 ___ J"WE'E'DL" r ; : ; :
of entries, finally awarding a 74- e
way tie for Thind Place. (OFf
course, there 18 no Thind Price.) [t

Congratulations to all our
winners! .

-
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